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Disclaimer  

Å The information provided in this course does not, and is not 

intended to, constitute legal advice; instead, all information, 

content, and materials are for general informational purposes 

only.

Å You should contact your attorney to obtain advice with respect 

to any particular legal matter. No attendee should act or refrain 

from acting on the basis of information in this presentation 

without first seeking legal advice from counsel in the relevant 

jurisdiction.

Å You should consult with your city attorney, county attorney, 

district attorney or personal attorney regarding any information 

contained in this presentation.







Met 15 minutes 

before trial 

VS

Met weeks 

before trial



Victims of Crime Act 



I want to share 

some of my 

experiences 

What worked 

and what did 

not work



Understanding The 

Victims of Crime Act 



Article II, Sec. 10

ÅCodified in 31 -26 -1

ÅApplies to the prosecution team



Victims of Crime Act



Choice is Essential to 

Being Human 



Who is a Victim? 

Å31 -26 -3 Definitions

Å(B) Defines òcriminal offensesó

Å(D) & (F) Defines victim and family member.



Important Rights

Å31 -26 -4

ÅTreated with fairness and respect

ÅProtection from the accused

ÅAttend proceedings

ÅConfer with the prosecution



Victim Impact 

Statements



A Higher Calling



Meet the Victim(s) Early in the Process

Shows the victim 

that someone cares 

and will listen to 

their concerns

Establish rapport 

which becomes 

more difficult when 

you make them wait

Lay out the ground 

rules and boundaries 

early on



Establish Ground Rules and Boundaries  

31 -26 -5 ðRequirements 

for victim

Clearly establish what is 

expected of each party and do 

not make unrealistic promises

Remember to give at 

least a sense of control
What are some dangers 

of failing to establish 

boundaries?



Juanito Martinez murdered 

August 5 th , 2012, in Chimayó



The angry victim is 

easier to diffuse early on 

in the process

1. Explain

2. Listen

3. Empathize



1. Explain

2. Listen

3. Empathize



William Jimerson Murdered 

December 18 th , 2017 in Rio Chama



Choose Your Words Carefull y  

VS



Choose Your Words Carefull y  1. Give the victim(s) a 

sense of control over the 

outcome

2. Plea offers

3. Hearings and statements



Dixon, NM  



Discussing Plea Offers



31 -26 -4( F) - Victim has the right 

to òconferó with the prosecution 



Promised to 

discuss plea

We want the 

victim to agree 





Explaining why the plea 

is necessary is the key



Explaining why the plea 

is necessary is the key



Do Not Death by PowerPoint Them

VS

Intent

Angry manner

Began to do an acté



Do Not Death by PowerPoint Them





Explain the Consequences



Time to Consider  



Trial Prep



Met 15 minutes 

before trial 

VS

Met weeks 

before trial 

Who is More Prepared? 





VS

Preparation vs. Coaching 



Witness Prep

ÅExplain the theme and theory

ÅPrepare witness for the òyou met with the 

DAó question

ÅAdvise on courtroom testimony skills



Credible Witness 

Characteristics?



Tell the Truth 



What Makes Testimony 

Convincing? 
ÅListen to the question

ÅGive audible responses

ÅDo not volunteer information

ÅDo not look to the prosecutor 

for assistance



Do not address 

questions or 

concerns to the 

judge

I donõt remember vs. 

I donõt recall

Make eye contact 

with the jury

Testimonial Skills

Handling objections 

and inadmissible 

evidence



Cross Examination

ÅòWouldnõt you agreeó

ÅPartially true questions

ÅRepetitive and compound questions

ÅPossibilities 



Practice for the witness

Handling cross exam

Do we need to plea?

Mock Trials



Working with 
Children 



Child Victims

ÅFine line between coaching and preparing 

for testimony

ÅVictim Advocates are a huge help here

ÅFrequent meetings

ÅCourtroom field trips

ÅNo mock trials but mock testimony is ok



Preparing the 
Family for 
Trial


